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Students Speak Questionnaire
Thanks for participating in Prentice Hall’s Students Speak! Program.  Blitzer, College Algebra 3E, written by an experienced instructor, is noted for its carefully constructed examples, strong exercise sets (which build slowly as you gain confidence and experience working the problems) and precise and accurate math. What distinguishes it, though, from many other college algebra textbooks, is that it was written very much with YOU in mind.  

First, the presentation of mathematical concepts was carefully approached in a way to show you the relevancy of what you are learning everyday in the classroom. Learning math is very important, and you will use it in so many ways during your life! Instead of using the usual standard mathematical applications, such as “two trains are leaving the station…”, Bob Blitzer created instead a diverse range of applications - - ones which are unusual, interesting and even fun! You will also see applications that you can actually use in your everyday life.

Second, Blitzer’s students told him they faced their biggest challenge when they tried to do their homework after class! While the lesson seemed clear in class, many often found they had forgotten a key step, and without their instructor there to assist, they were unable to do the assigned homework. Even worse, when they went to corresponding examples in the book for help, they could not follow them. Bob Blitzer set out to create a book that had carefully crafted examples, ones that inserted the instructor’s “voice” right next to the math, in order to guide you through any which posed a challenge. 

Your review will let us know if we accomplished the goals listed above as well as give your instructor insight into his or her text decision for next term. Your insights and candor are appreciated and will help us better understand your needs, and craft even better texts.

After reading the material in your assigned textbook, read the comparable sections in Blitzer.  Please answer the following questions and please be sure to include specific page numbers or references where possible.  You may either fill out the questionnaire or attach separate sheets with your response.  

NAME:
     

E-MAIL ADDRESS: 

SCHOOL:

REASON FOR TAKING THIS COURSE:

CURRENT TEXTBOOK:
MAY WE QUOTE YOU IN FUTURE ADVERTISING?

Liberal Arts Math texts use various ways to tie mathematics to what you already know and what you are exposed to in the real world.  These applications are integrated throughout to help you put mathematics into a meaningful context and add interest to the course.  

1. a) Please compare the chapter opening material in each chapter (any chapter will do but Chapter 3 is a great spot to start in Blitzer, page 87).  Take into consideration writing style and visually interesting material. Is the chapter-opening vignette relevant?  Is it interesting? Does it foreshadow mathematical concepts that you will learn later in the chapter? Please compare it to the chapter-opening material in the text you are currently using.

b) The use of real data is a hallmark of Blitzer’s text. A  good example is on page 107.  Percentage of People in the U.S. Who Smoke Based on their Level of Education”.

Do you find the use of real data engaging? Does it help you understand how the mathematical concept (in this case the “definition of disjunction”) can be used to solve practical and/or interesting problems? Please compare the use of data in this text to that in your current text. Is it as interesting? As relevant? Is it “real (ie. does it come from real situations and/or research? 

c) Open up the Blitzer text and look at the Applications Index on the inside front cover. Please compare the; 1) variety, 2) number, and 3) how unique/interesting they are to those in your current textbook. 

2. A key goal in this text is to assist students in breaking down the exercises in manageable, clear, and distinct steps.  That way, when they are home and are working on their homework, they can refer to these exercises when they get stuck. 
a. Compare one of the worked examples in Blitzer to your current text. How clearly did each book explain how to arrive at the solution?  Did you find detailed worked examples like those on pages 660-661 in Blitzer, in your current text? 
b. Blitzer has a unique feature that is in every single example in the book. We call it the “See it. Hear it. Try it” format. It outlines the math algebraically (the “See it”) on the left, inserts an instructor’s voice through the use of annotations directly to the right of the algebraic example (this is the “Hear it”), and then it asks you to solve another, similar example(the “Try it”) immediately following the worked out example.  Take a look at page 95…
i. Are the stepped examples (the “See it”) clear and easy to follow? Compare this to an example in your current text. 
ii. Do the annotations to the right of the algebraic expression (the “Hear it”) help clarify, in plain English, the steps necessary to tackle this problem? Does your current text have these annotations? If so, are they as detailed? Are they as helpful?
iii. Do you like having a similar problem to work immediately after the example? Does it help reinforce what you just learned? 
c. Look at Example on page 296 in the Blitzer text. Do you notice the “voice balloons?” These voice balloons are another way that Blitzer translates math into English. Do you think these voice balloons would help you as you work through the examples? If so, why? . If not, why not? 

3) What is your overall opinion of Blitzer?  If given a choice, which textbook would you select?  Why?  Are there any other issues you would like to comment on?

4) If you had to describe Blitzer, Thinking Mathematically 3E, to a friend what would you say?
